
Year 5/6 SATS 

Information Evening
OCTOBER 2026

Whilst we wait for everyone to join us, have a 

go at the ‘Are you as smart as a Year 6?’ 

booklet on your table.



Writing is assessed by teachers. 



Key Stage 2 SATs take place nationally in the week commencing 

10th May 2026.  

Statutory tests will be administered in the following subjects:

o Reading (60 minutes)

o Spelling (approximately 15 minutes)

o Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)

o Mathematics

- Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)

- Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)

- Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)

•There are no tests to be administered in science.

•All tests are externally marked.

•As in recent years, writing will be teacher assessed internally.





READING



“But my child is 10/11 years old, I don’t need to hear them 

read.”

Why does my child need 

to read regularly?



•The reading test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated reading 
texts. Children are given 60 minutes in total, which includes reading the texts 
and answering the questions.

•A total of 50 marks are available.

•Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a 
child’s reading. 

•During the reading paper, a child’s inference and deduction skills are thoroughly 
tested. They will also be expected to answer questions on authorial choices: 
explaining why an author has chosen to use particular vocabulary, grammar and 
text features. 

•Some questions are multiple choice or selected response; others require short 
answers and some require an extended response or explanation.



Vocab: Give/explain the meaning of words in context.

Retrieval: Finding information and identifying key details from the text.

Inference: ‘Reading between the lines’. Explaining and justifying their 

inferences with evidence from the text.

Summarise: Summarise main ideas from the text.  Ordering events.

Predict: What might happen from details that are stated or implied.

Explain: How are texts put together? How is content related? How 

does it contribute to the meaning of a text?

Language: Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through an 

author’s choice of words/phrases.

Compare: Making accurate and appropriate comparisons within the 

text

It isn’t just 

about a child 

reading.

The emphasis 

is on 

understanding

not just 

reading it.

What is assessed?





This RF involves analysing vocabulary 
choices and making links to known 
vocabulary. 

Don’t assume that your child knows the 
meanings of words that they can read or 
decode. Question them about 
vocabulary and encourage them to note 
down unfamiliar words. Look these up in 
a dictionary together. 

Reading paper - vocabulary
eyes watery and ready to spill over with tears
This made Joe’s blood boil
extinct
intensive
species
distinct
perfectly suited for colder climates.
venture
pollination
pollinate
scent
ornamental
artificial
habitats

tarnished
annoyance
cast-iron stove
tended the stove
…making the clouds around
it look like swelling bruises 

on the sky…
kerosene lamp
lingering
reclined
cerise
components
indignant
faltered
…She heard the soft, strangled notes of a 
song….





Inference involves piecing together clues 
from a text to draw a conclusion.

Inference is heavily weighted in the reading 
SATs test. (18/50 in 2019)
The more that your child reads, the better 
their inference skills will become. I can not 
stress enough how important it is to listen 
to your child read, even in Year 6.
There are many things that we do in school 
to develop inference skills, and some of 
these can be done at home.





Retrieval involves simply 
retrieving information from a text. 
This information is often obvious and 

easy to locate within a text.
To locate the information, children 

need to develop their skimming and 
scanning skills. 

Skimming is reading quickly in order to get 

a general overview what the text is about.

Scanning is reading rapidly in order to find 

specific information.



21 out of the 50 marks in 2019



Summarising involves taking the main ideas from the text 
and writing them more concisely in your own words. 
When reading with your child, you could get them to 
summarise a chapter or paragraph to practise this skill.





Predicting what will happen next 
in a narrative is not simply guess 
work. It involves drawing upon 

clues from what has already been 
read. 

When reading with your children, 
ask them to make predictions and 
question them about where they 

got their evidence from. 







Read, read and read some more? But this is 

maths!!!



Reading – I need your help!

Hit me with some facts!
Statistics from 2014 show that one in five children in England cannot read well by the age of 11.

Reading for pleasure is more important for children's cognitive development than their parents' level of 
education and is a more powerful factor in life achievement than socio-economic background.

An online poll of over four thousand people from a representative sample in the UK revealed that regular 
readers for pleasure reported fewer feelings of stress and depression than non-readers, and stronger 
feelings of relaxation from reading than from watching television or engaging with technology intensive. 
activities.

There is a difference in reading performance equivalent to just over a year's schooling between young 
people who never read for enjoyment and those who read for up to 30 minutes per day.

Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher results in 
maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less regularly.



How can you help at home?

Read, read, read! Make time 
for reading and remember to 
read to your children too. 
They may be 10/11 but they 
still need to hear an adult 
modelling accurate reading 
fluency and intonation. 



How to Help Your Child with Reading

• Listening to your child read can take many forms.

• First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading.

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child at KS1 and KS2 is equally as important as listening to your child 
read.

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time!

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, their feelings and actions, how it 
makes you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child to have their own opinions.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the Internet or an app on a phone or tablet.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 
newspapers, magazines, football programmes and TV guides.

• Visit the local library - it’s free!





Writing is assessed by teachers 

using the ‘Teaching Assessment 

Framework’ or TAFs!







Going that one step beyond; thinking cleverly and drawing upon what they’ve read as models for their 

writing.  This is why reading is vital! The more a child reads, the more vast their vocabulary is, and the more 

chance they have of becoming a greater depth writer. 





How can you help at home?

We can help children to craft sentences not only by 

modelling them, but by occasionally doing what is called 

‘slow writing’. This involves slowing down and crafting each 

sentence carefully. You have this activity on your table. Let’s 

try it! 



Here is an example from a child (the stars denote a muddle in sentence order that the 
child has indicated). Is slow writing something you could try at home? 

1

2

3 4

5

6

7

8 9



How to Help Your Child with Writing
• Practise and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun!

• Encourage opportunities for writing such as letters to family or friends, shopping lists, notes or reminders, stories 
and poems.

• Write together – be a good role model for writing.

• Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling and a thesaurus to find synonyms and expand vocabulary.

• Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which will allow for editing and correcting of errors 
without lots of crossing out.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, 
sentence structure and punctuation).

• Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes!

• READ, READ, READ.  Children cannot write if they do not read widely and regularly.



Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling

•A spelling test is administered containing 20 words, which lasts 
approximately 15 minutes.

•A separate test is given on grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. 

•This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer questions 
including some multiple choice.

•Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total for 
grammar, punctuation and spelling. 



It’s not 

just 

Year 6!



GAPS –Example Questions







Spelling
Spellings are set weekly.  Spelling patterns are taught in class 

and children are expected to apply those patterns in their 
writing. 

Exception words –These are words that have no set spelling 
pattern.







In Years 5 and 6, the following spelling rules and patterns will be taught:

•Words ending -cious and -tious such as 'delicious' and 'superstitious'
•Words ending -cial and -tial such as 'special' and 'partial'
•Words ending -ant, -ance and -ancy such as 'hesitant', 'hesitance' and 'hesitancy'
•Words ending -ent, -ence and -ency such as ‘patient’, ‘patience’ and ‘frequency’
•Words ending -able / -ably and -ible / -ibly such as 'comfortable' / 'comfortably' and 
'horrible' / 'horribly'
•Adding -ing / -ed to words ending -fer, for example: 'prefer', 'preferring' and 
'preferred'
•Use of the hyphen, for example: 'co-ordinate', 're-enter'
•Words containing ie / ei, for example: 'piece' and 'ceiling'
•Words containing ough and looking at the different sounds this grapheme makes in 
different words, for example: 'enough', 'through', 'although', 'plough'
•Silent letters in words such as 'doubt', 'thistle' and 'knight'
•Homophones (words which sound the same but are spelled differently) for example: 
'principle' and 'principal'

http://www.theschoolrun.com/homophones-explained




Practice these 
words with your 

children at home. 
Can they read 

them? 
Can they spell 

them? 
Do they know the 

meaning of the 
words and can 

they use them in 
context? 



Mathematics

Children will sit three tests: paper 1, paper 2 and paper 3.

Paper 1 is for arithmetic lasting for 30 minutes, covering 
calculation methods for all operations, including use of 
fractions, percentages and decimals.

Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Not all children will 
be expected to access some of the more difficult questions 
later in the paper.

Papers 2 and 3 cover problem solving and reasoning, each 
lasting for 40 minutes.

Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to 
answer questions in context and decide what is required to 
find a solution.



Maths Paper 1: 
Arithmetic



Maths Paper 2 / 
Paper 3 : Reasoning



TIMES TABLES

I cannot stress the importance of tables, they 
underpin so much of the maths curriculum: 
division, multiplication, calculating equivalent 
fractions, simplifying fractions, calculating 
fractions of amounts, calculating percentages of 
amounts, ratio and proportion.
Fractions and percentages is heavily weighted in 
the maths test.



How to Help Your Child with Maths
• Play times tables games.

• Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and backwards.

• Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

• Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money; finding amounts or calculating change 
when shopping.

• Look for numbers on street signs, car registrations and anywhere else!

• Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home.

• Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.

• Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games, darts, draughts and chess.



What is happening in school?

SPAG lessons integrated in to writing to make it purposeful. Coverage is 
carefully planned to make sure all areas are covered.  

In maths, all classes do a Pre-learning task before we start a new unit in order 
to gauge what the children can/cannot do. Teaching is adapted as needed.  
Some children have have pre-teaching.

Not lots of practise papers – yet. 

Intervention groups including boosters



How to Help Your Child
•First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry 

about and they should always just try their best. Praise and encourage!

•Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

•Support your child with any homework tasks.

•Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise.

•Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they 
are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

•Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!



FLUENT IN FIVE ARITHMETIC
www.thirdspacelearning.com/resources/resource-free-fluent-five-arithmetic-pack-week-1-4-years-3-6/

RAPID REASONING (Year 6)
www.thirdspacelearning.com/resources/year-6-rapid-reasoning-weeks-1-6/

ENGLISH
www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f

MATHS
www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z826n39

Year 6 Info
www.theschoolrun.com/year-6

Interactive/Fun Ways to Learn
www.bbc.co.uk/sport/supermovers/42612499

http://www.thirdspacelearning.com/resources/resource-free-fluent-five-arithmetic-pack-week-1-4-years-3-6/
http://www.thirdspacelearning.com/resources/year-6-rapid-reasoning-weeks-1-6/
http://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f
http://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z826n39
http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-6
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/supermovers/42612499


office@henrychadwick.staffs.sch.uk FAO Mrs Phillips
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