Autumn 1 Newsletter: Year 5 and 6
What a brilliant start to the term we have already had in Year 5 and 6. Whitemoor Lakes was fantastic and it was wonderful to get to know all the children better and to see them show wonderful determination and resilience.
Back in school, we have an exciting term ahead. Below is an overview of the topics we will be exploring over the coming weeks.





Maths 
In Maths this term, year 5 and 6, we will focus on place value, addition and subtraction. Children will deepen their understanding of the value of digits in numbers up to 1,000,000 and beyond, using practical resources and problem-solving activities to develop confidence. They will compare, order and round numbers, as well as learn how place value helps us to calculate efficiently. We will also be building fluency in formal written methods for addition and subtraction, alongside developing reasoning skills so that children can explain and justify their mathematical thinking.









English
In English, our focus will be on "The Sentence Journey", helping children develop the essential grammar and sentence construction skills needed for successful writing throughout the year. We will revisit and secure the fundamentals, including sentence types, punctuation, word classes and subject-verb agreement, before exploring how to extend and improve sentences using a range of grammatical features. By strengthening these building blocks of writing, children will become more confident writers who can write accurately, effectively and creatively across all genres.









PE
In PE this term, Year 5/6 children will be developing their skills in gymnastics. They will explore a range of balances, rolls, jumps and travelling movements, learning how to perform these with increasing control, precision and confidence. As the unit progresses, children will work individually and with partners to create and perform sequences, considering flow, creativity and presentation. They will also develop important skills such as coordination, strength, flexibility and evaluating their own and others' performances to help improve their routines.












Science: 
This term, children will be learning about Animals Including Humans. They will explore how humans change throughout their lives, from infancy to old age, and investigate the different stages of human development. As part of this learning, pupils will create a human timeline to understand how our bodies, responsibilities and abilities change as we grow.





History
In History, we will investigate the fascinating achievements and influence of the Ancient Greeks. Children will explore Greek society, democracy, philosophy, architecture, mythology and the Olympic Games. We will consider how Ancient Greece has shaped many aspects of modern life and evaluate the lasting legacy of this remarkable civilisation.






Art and Design
Our Art topic focuses on Craft and Design: Photo Opportunity. Children will learn how photographers use composition, perspective and editing techniques to create powerful images. They will experiment with photography, explore the work of photographers and create their own pieces that communicate a message or tell a story through visual imagery.







Computing: Online Safety
Online safety remains an important part of our Computing curriculum. Children will develop their understanding of how to stay safe and responsible online. They will learn about protecting personal information, identifying reliable sources, respectful online communication and what actions to take if they encounter concerns while using digital technology.






Religious Education
In RE, children will explore the question "Why is it better to be there in person?" They will investigate why gathering together is important for many faith communities and consider how shared experiences can strengthen belonging, identity and worship. Pupils will reflect on the value of community and compare different religious perspectives.






Reminders
Children will need to wear PE kits on Friday as they have PE all afternoon.
Homework will be handed out on Fridays and collected in on Wednesdays. Homework will be uploaded to the school website but paper copies will be handed out on request.
Please support your child by reading with them regularly and helping them to fill in their reading journal. Thanks for your continued support. The Year 5/6 Team.



